
...Elena Pavlyuchenko opens the tap in the 
kitchen and still cannot believe that not only 
is there cold water, but hot water is also run-
ning from it. She can now forget about heat-
ing water and buying large bottles: she and 
her spouse no longer have to walk more than 
one kilometer to the nearest spring to replen-
ish their water supply. Before, the citizens of 
Obidimo had to do this several times a day...

"Seven years ago, the well by our house be-
gan to go dry," said Elena Pavlyuchenko. "Our 
'oasis' and the pump could no longer provide 
enough for our needs: it could produce only 20 
litres of water every day, and it was poor qual-
ity. To get water for cooking and drinking, we 
had to walk to the spring. It was hard. We could 
hardly wash ourselves and water the garden... 
Our children often visit us with their children, 
and the babies need to be washed every day. 
It was extremely troublesome, but the Tula ad-
ministration solved the water issue. I cannot 
express how grateful I am!"

Working from Scratch
At the moment, residents are signing con-

tracts with Tulagorvodokanal JSC to connect 
their houses to the water pipe. In total, they 
will connect 90 houses. The water meters are 
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Life in the Regions

Shchekinoazot — One with the Region
Shchekinoazot is one 
of the flagships of 
the chemical industry 
within the country

Today, Shchekinoazot is a syn-
onym for continuously moving for-
ward; it is opening new factories 
and modernising existing facilities, 
a team of professionals who can 
solve even the most complex tasks. 
It means efficient management 
technologies, highly praised by both 
clients and partners. They are a 
major tax payer in Tula Region, an 
investor and a socially responsible 
company.

They are also an important ex-
porter, selling 70% of their products 
overseas in 23 different countries.

It is really a Tula brand, as popu-
lar votes and an Award by the same 
name have proven many times.

A Year — an Era
The year 2018 marked a break-

through for the company, launching 
four large-scale capital projects at 
once. They built and put new produc-
tion factories into operation: meth-
anol and ammonia M-450/A-135, 
sulfuric acid SK-200, perfume-quality 
dimethyl ether (together with PCC 
SE), and modern water treatment 
facilities.

It became possible thanks to effi-
cient cooperation between Shcheki-
noazot and the regional government 
with support from the governor Alexei 
Dyumin.

At the initiative of the regional 
governor, industry development is-
sues, capital projects, and coordi-
nated interactions with the business 
community were on the list of prior-
ities for the Tula Region social and 
economic development programme.

“Shchekinoazot is one of our 
long-standing, stable, and strategic 
partners, one of the biggest tax pay-
ers in the region,” mentioned Alexei 

Dyumin during the Saint Petersburg 
Economic Forum. “We highly praise 
their activity and are willing to provide 
comprehensive support to this flag-
ship of Tula industry and help them 
achieve their long-term goals.”

In February 2018, the Tula 
Region government and Shchek-
inoazot signed a partnership 
agreement at the Sochi Investment 
Forum. They agreed to jointly imple-
ment the “Construction of a Factory 
with Annual Capacity of 270,000 
tons of Nitric Acid and 340,000 tons 
of Ammonia Nitrate” capital project 
in the region.

For Shchekinoazot, this project is 
a push in the direction of mineral fer-
tilisers and access to a new market. 
The project is currently underway.

On 7 September, they launched 
the methanol-ammonia complex. 
The new factory will produce 450,000 
tons of methanol and 135,000 tons of 
ammonia, the raw materials for nitric 
acid and ammonia nitrate. The com-
pany’s goal is not to sell raw materi-
als, but to create complex products. 
Shchekinoazot will process the 
chemicals into final products them-
selves.

On 25 May 2018, at the Interna-
tional Economic Forum in St. Pe-
tersburg, a memorandum of under-
standing was signed to enter into a 
special investment contract between 
the Russian Ministry of Industry 
and Trade, the Tula Region govern-
ment, and JSC Shchekinoazot. The 
agreement will stimulate investment 
activity in industry and take into ac-
count Shchekinoazot’s intention to 
implement large-scale capital proj-
ects in Tula Region, in particular, the 
construction of a methanol-rectificate 
factory with a 500,000-ton annual ca-
pacity (M-500). It will make the com-
pany a leader with this product, not 
just in Russia, but in all of Europe.

As of now, the project is under-
way, construction work has already 
started.

In the last 13 years, Shchekinoazot 
has implemented 16 major capital proj-
ects. We are not simply talking about 
new factories — the new facilities are 
hi-tech, a new generation.

The company is more than a man-
ufacturer, it is a serious scientific or-
ganisation, too. The company coop-
erate closely with leading licensors.

And they are not going to stop 
there: they have already planned on 
building an ammonia and urea facto-
ry that will secure a place in the world 
market for their fertilisers.

Mikhail KOPANITSA.

On the photo: 7 September 2018.  
Launch of methanol-450/ammonia-135.

On the photo: 24 January 2019. Elena Pavlyuchenko’s family was among the first to gain access to water.

Shchekinoazot is very serious 
about social projects and charity 
programmes.

“A business is truly successful 
when it benefits the community 
and people,” says Boris Sokol, 
President of Shchekinoazot. 
“This is a key priority in our work. 
Our manufacturing and social 
projects go hand-in-hand...”

In just the past five years, the 
chemical company has allocated 
RUB 360 million to social proj-
ects, including charity: support for 
cultural, educational, health care 
organisations, etc.

BY THE WAY

GOOD NEWS

FIRST-HAND EVIDENCE

Water Now Supplied to Obidimo
A centralised water supply 
has come to the towns 
of the former Leninsky 
District, currently Bolshaya 
Tula. Obidimo was the first, 
since the issue was quite 
acute for it.

Head of the Tula administration, Yevgeny 
Avilov:

“We are implementing 
complex measures to ensure 
the water supply and disposal 
systems in Bolshaya Tula meet 
the standards. All plans were 
agreed upon with the residents. 

We organise regular meetings in the Leninsky 
District to determine current priorities regarding 
which utility facilities must be repaired and ren-
ovated first.”

sealed, three new clients have already gotten 
their water.

"When the Leninsky Dis-
trict was attached to Tula, we 
discovered huge issues with 
the housing and utilities," said 
Maksim Shcherbakov, Head 
of the Main Directorate in 
the Zarechensky District of 

Tula. "Some of the towns had no centralised 
water supply at all and had to make do with 
wells. We had to address the issue immedi-
ately, and together with the residents we de-
cided to join the People's Budget programme. 
Another difficulty was that there was no wa-

ter main leading to the town, and we had to 
install 1.5 km of pipe before doing anything 
else. Governor Alexei Dyumin helped us with 
this one, and then Obidimo, using municipal 
funds and the People's Budget programme 
managed to install more than 6 km of water 
pipes, 97 wells, and 21 fire hydrants. Thanks 
to this, Obidimo now meets all of its fire safety 
requirements."

The total cost of the work, including the 
project, was more than RUB 26 million.

To meet water supply standards, we are 
planning to start building an iron elimination 
facility this year using the town's funds. The 
total cost will be more than RUB 100 million. 

The equipment has already been purchased 
and an installation agreement will be being 
signed this April. By October–November, the 
facility will reach full capacity so that 2,500 
people can receive high-quality drinking wa-
ter.

More Roads
This year, the administration is also plan-

ning to surface the roads in Obidimo, includ-
ing the road to the church. They are going 
to renovate the school and the town will be 
renewed. Another priority is the water supply 
in Barsuki and Leninsky, where more than 
1.5 km of the water system will be replaced.

The issues of basic utilities must always 
be solved first. Coordinated work with the city 
government and the locals gave a boost to 
Bolshaya Tula, and secured a better quality 
of life.

Mikhail KOPANITSA.


